Pet Care of
a Hamster

Hamsters are a meambar of the roedeant family, along with rats, mica,
garbils and chinchillaz.

What do we know about these little mommals?

Duet Environment

Hamsztars need pn[l-nhd. _fnu-cl:, or a In the wild, hamsters live in drg,

mix of different seeds and nuts. recky ploins and nest underground

Food must ba 1:l|'||:||1.gm:|. rngull:lrlg', in b =

g if it bacomas stols or mouldy, fig they lika to dig, their coges need
hamstars can gat vary ill. to ba large, with the bottom filled

with litter matericls, like dust-free
weood shavings are o good choica.
These shavings mean hamsters can
still dig.

Hamsters are nocturnel, so thng
naeed to be able to exercice ot night
and sleap, without disturbonoas,
during the doy.

They must alwoys have fresh, clean
watar, which 'I:|1.-ng oan rexch _frum a
bottla ottoched to their coge.
Hamstars hoard food as o survival
techniqua. Thay can store food in
thair chesak poushses, up to half thair
body waight!

Haomstars typically live for 2 years. They are guite a responsibility ond need to
ba cared for appropriotaly.

Did you know .7

Hamstars can ba troined to do simpla tricks!

Smell is o wseful sense which hamstars wse for

social communisotion.

Their incisor teeth naver stop growing! They
self-sharpen when o homster iz gnowing food or
objeocts.




Pet Care of a Hamster

Hamster behoviouwr

Hamsters liks to n:n:pl-urur e 'l'h-ug' naed cardboard 'l'l..l]:ln, a wweooden chedw
block, small boxes and o hamster whaeel, to keep tham busy and healthy.
Their whiskars halp them explore the world, and they wse them to detect
ohjeots.

They are pray animals so have very well developed senses to warn them of
prnl:ll:lﬁ:lr-n. and are nervous and m:milg' nfn:u.d

Dangars to homstars
Hamsters nesd to ke kept cafe. Keep these tips in mind:

» Grapes and rhubark are poisonous to hamstars.

They can catch a human cold.

» Thay need to ba away from ohjects which tronsmit
ultrasound, like TWs, computers and vasuemas.

» If you lat tham out of their coge, moks sure no
athar pets are ﬂl"ﬂl-l-l'td, and that the hamster iz
suparvieed wntil it is peturned to the coge. Thay
can chaw wires and other moterials which can
maka them vary ill and affest their breothing.
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