
Monday English 
 

 

Spellings: Prefixes il-, ir-, im- and in- 
 
 

These prefixes change the meaning of the root word to ‘not’ or ‘opposite of’.  For 
example, by adding the prefix ‘ir’ to the root word ‘responsible’ creates ‘irresponsible’ 
meaning ‘not responsible’. 
 
The question is which prefix do you use?  Here is the spelling rule: 
 

Prefix Use it when Root word Adding the 
prefix 

il when the root word 
begins with l 

legal illegal 

ir when the root word 
begins with r 

responsible irresponsible 

im when the root word 
begins with m or p  

mature 
 

possible 

immature 
 

impossible 

in when the root word 
begins with any other 

letter 

accurate inaccurate 

 
 

 
1st Activity:  Complete the table below.  The first word has been done for you. 
 

This week’s 
spellings 

Prefix used Root word Meaning of this 
week’s spellings 

impossible im possible not possible 
irresponsible    

illegible    

incomplete    

immature    

irrelevant    

inaccurate    

irregular    

inexpensive    

illiterate    

imperfect    

irrational    

illogical    

 
 
2nd Activity:  Write a meaningful sentence for each word, from this week’s 
spellings (including the words: calendar, continue and century). 
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Extension: 

    


